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Book Reviews
Agee, Jow. The Incredible Painting of Felix Clousseau.
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1988. ISBN 0-324-33633-4. $13 .95 . Unpaginated.

*

5+
FI

Clousseau's paintings have the incredible ability to come to life. At first his paintings
are the rage of Paris. But as the chaos and damages mount, the Parisians are enraged and
Clousseau is sent to prison. AIl of his paintings, except for one, are seized. And then ,
then . .. well, there is a surprise ending, and then another.
There are not very many books that are clever, original, and funny. To all of these,
Agee, in addition, caps the whole process with an O. Henry ending that is startling. His
artwork is stark which lends strength to the story line.
-Thomas K. Hinckley

***

Baynes, Pauline. Thanks Be to God: Prayers from Around the World.
Macmillan Publishing Co., 1990. ISBN 0-227-67615-7. $9.95. 126 pp.
B+
4-8
PT

This fine book contains thirty-five short prayers written by well known people such
as John Milton and Ignatius Loyola. It begins with a child's prayer and ends with the
Lord's prayer.
Seventeen of the prayers are from England, six from other European nations, and
others from the United States, Japan, India, Africa, as well as two Hebrew prayers, and
one Muslim prayer.
The fme colored illustrations on each page help the reader to visualize the ideas
portrayed in the prayers. The length of the prayers ranges from a full page to a single
sentence. Many are prayers of thanksgiving for nature, animals, people, life and the
Divine Creator. An example is:
Thank
Thank
Thank
Thank

you for the world so sweet,
you for the food we eat,
you for the birds that sing,
you, God, for everything.
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At a time when religion and prayer are being challenged in the world, it is refreshing
and inspiring to read the prayerful thoughts of people throughout the world, and to better
understand the adoration of these people toward our Supreme Being.
-Gam Coombs

***

Bellairs, John . The Trolley to Yesterday. Illustrated by Edward Gorey.
Dial Books, 1989. ISBN 0-8037-0582-4. $12.89. 183 pp.

The Trolley to Yesterday, the sixth in Bellairs's series about Johnny Dixon and
Professor Childermass, takes us on a journey through time in an old trolley found bricked
up behind a wall in the professor's basement. When the professor announces his intention
to travel to Constantinople in 1453, Johnny and Fergie fear for his sanity, but they follow
him, thinking to save him from trouble. Soon all of them fear for their lives. The Turks
are invading the city, and the Professor hopes to be able to save the people hiding in the
Church of the Holy Wisdom. After many adventures, mishaps, and encounters with
supernatural and magical beings, they find there is nothing they can do to change history
and, returning to the present, they barely escape with their lives.
This book will be enjoyed by anyone who already likes Bellairs and has followed the
other Johnny-and-the-Professor adventures. In my estimation, it is not his best. The
story moves erratically and relies far too much on deus ~ machina to pull Johnny
(Bellairs?) out of his troubles. In his better books, Bellairs uses magic as the root of the
trouble, and human courage and ingenuity as the saving grace.
-Jan Staheli

B
7-10
FI

***

Bernheim, Mark. Father of the Orphans: The Story of Janusz Korczak.
E. P. Dutton, 1989. ISBN 0-525-67265-6. $15.95. 160 pp.
In the many years that I have been reading books about the Holocaust and those
people who suffered so much, I had never come across the name Janusz Korczak (at
birth, Henryk Goldszmit). Yet, now that I have read this remarkable biography, I find
his name and story at every tum. Born to non-practicing Jewish parents in Poland, "he
became a children's doctor and author who was world famous for the books he wrote and
the modem methods he introduced as director of two orphanages in Warsaw, Poland,
before World War II." This biography for young people looks into his remarkable
methods for administering the two orphanages in Warsaw-models of democracy.
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Himself a victim of loneliness and neglect as a child, he dedicated his life to the healing
of the abandoned and the orphaned. His children had the opportunity to be a part of a
caring family and to learn those characteristics that would help them become responsible
adults. Eventually, Korczak, Stefa (the woman who had been his life-long friend and his
right arm in one of the orphanages), and his orphans became part of the Warsaw Ghetto.
They all lost their lives in Treblinka-the infamous death camp.
Mark Bernheim has done a remarkable job in helping the reader to see into the soul
of this great man. Through the use of actual photographs and the written word, Korczak
and his mission in life become a touching tribute to a real hero of our times. Bernheim
does not dwell on the horrors of the time, but rather on the exceptional life of Janusz
Korczak and the legacy that he left for all children. His book, How to Love a Child,
contains his "most complete statement of principles on the ideal methods of raising
children for a better future. " "When you were as liable as they were to be pushed
around, you had to be strong and keep your dreams clear in your mind." I highly
recommend this book to all those who care about children and their future , no matter
what your age.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Brook, Polly Schoyer. Beyond the Myth: The Story of Joan of Arc.
J. B. Lippincott, 1990. ISBN 0-397-32423-5. $14.89. 176 pp.
A
5+
BI

Brook's biography is an effort to go beyond the myths about this famous maid and
reveal the kind of person she actually was. The introduction briefly explains the political
troubles of fifteenth century France and the efforts of the English to take over the country
by force and intrigue. The rest of the book recounts what is known of her early life, her
charismatic successes at rallying the French army, the crowning of Charles the King,
Joan's fall from glory, her capture, three-month-Iong trial and death in 1431 and
rehabilitation (clearing her name) in 1456.
For me, Brook succeeded in making Joan a real person- practical, direct, impatient,
intelligent, and idealistic. She was incredibly strong in her beliefs, frequently
confounding her accusers in the lengthy trial to which she was subjected.
Brook informs the reader that most of what is known about Joan is taken from her
own words in the Trial Record (a written record of her trial) and from the words of those
who knew her and testified about her in the retrial or rehabilitation that cleared her name.
This information from a first-hand source makes the reader feel that he or she is at the
trial as an eyewitness listening to the bold and intell igent answers given by an uneducated

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1990

3

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 11 [1990], Iss. 1, Art. 3
Children's Book Review 9
peasant girl still in her teens. It is a biography that will increase the reader's admiration
of Joan, and help explain how important she is to France. At the same time, Brook helps
us to realize that she was a real person whose intense loyalty to France has and will be
a symbol of the country she loved.
-Lillian Reil

***

Calmenson, Stephanie. The Principal's New Clothes. Illustrated by Denise Brunkus.
Scholastic, 1989. ISBN 0-590-41822-X. $12.95. Unpaginated.
Mr. Bundy is the principal of P.S. 88 and the sharpest dresser in town . One day he
is hustled by a pair of con artists into buying a new suit of clothes from them. And the
suit will be more than just new, more than just good looking, it will be special because
only those who are smart and good at their jobs will be able to see the clothes. Of
course, Mr. Bundy is tricked the same as was the emperor of old, in that the clothes do
not really exist. Mr. Bundy not only walks to school displaying his new outfit, but he
also conducts an assembly for the children and faculty . It is not until a kindergarten girl
points out very loudly that Mr. Bundy is standing on stage in his underwear, that anyone
is able to admit that no one can see the new suit.
The story is a modem rendition of the old, loved favorite fairy tale "The Emperor's
New Clothes" and is delightfully illustrated. Treat a child you know to the world of
grown-up peer pressure with this delightful book.
-Vicky M. Turner

A

Pre-3
FI

***

Cannon, Marian G. Dwight David Eisenhower: War Hero and President.
Franklin Watts, 1990. ISBN 0-531-10915-1. $12.90. 160 pp.
If you are looking for a biography about Eisenhower that tells all the private details
of his life, this isn't the book for you. However, Dwight David Eisenhower: War Hero
and President is a very interesting account of the events that occurred during his lifetime
with just enough biographical information to keep the story flowing. It is also an
excellent capsule account of World War II and Eisenhower's years as President. Generals
Omar Bradley, Bernard "Monty" Montgomery , George Patton, Douglas MacArthur-ali
famous personalities who were Eisenhower's contemporaries and friends-are all here.
The Battle of the Bulge, Normandy, VE Day, visits to concentration camps after the War,
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NATO, Eisenhower Doctrine-all will become real and understandable to the young
reader to whom this period of history may seem distant and long ago. Berlin, Germany;
Little Rock, Arkansas; Nikita Khrushchev; Harry S. Truman-all become more than a
name on a page.
As was mentioned earlier, Cannon does not go into great detail; the facts of
Eisenhower's life are only briefly and scarcely mentioned. For example, the supposed
affair between Eisenhower and his war-time driver, Kay Summersby, was summarized
as "the rumors were probably wartime gossip." The visit to a concentration camp near
the city of Gotha, Germany, which must have been terrible to behold, is only summarized
in the following words of Eisenhower: ".. . I never felt able to describe my emotional
reaction when I first came face-to-face with indisputable evidence of Nazi brutality . ..
I have never at any other time experienced an equal sense of shock." However, the book
is filled with history, and any young person who wants a summary of World War II and
a brief look at Eisenhower's Presidency will find Cannon's book very informative.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Clouse, Nancy L. PuzzLe Maps U. S.A.
Henry Holt & Co. , 1990. ISBN 0-8050-1143-9. $15.95 . 32 pp.
A
4-5
NF

When I was in grade 4 I was given a puzzle map of the United States. When I had
learned the size, shape, and position of the then-48 states, I put it away and never saw
it again.
This book goes way beyond a mere puzzle. States fly as kites, states are arranged in
clowns, horses, etc., and the reader must try to identify the states so used .
Once you get started with these tantalizing games, you start making up your own.
Which states have ruler boundaries? river boundaries? continental divide boundaries? and
which state has part of a circle for a boundary? How many states are bounded by the
Pacific Ocean? (Hope you said five.) How many are bounded by the Atlantic Ocean?
Which is the most northerly of the lower 48? (Don't tell me Maine.)
There is no doubt about it, "Maps can be a lot of fun!"
-Thomas K. Hinckley

***
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Cocca-Leffler, Maryann. Wednesday is Spaghetti Day.
Scholastic Inc., 1990. ISBN 0-590-4294-2. $11.95. Unpaginated.
"Do you ever wonder what your pet cats do when you leave them home alone?" asks
the title page.
Catrina cat can't wait to get all the people on their way on Wednesday morning. The
little girl says, "Poor kitty, home all alone again. " Catrina says, "Finally!"
As soon as the people are gone, Catrina's friends begin to arrive to prepare an Italian
lunch. What ensues is a riot. When the school bus comes at three, the cats are about to
eat their spumoni ice cream . . . .
For me the mark of a good book is being able to read it over and over, night after
night to the children, and still enjoy it and be able to laugh at situations, the outcome of
which I already know. This book easily passes that test.
-Thomas K. Hinckley

*

K-6
FI

***

Cole, Barbara Hancock. Texas Star. Illustrated by Barbara Minton.
Orchard Books, 1990. ISBN 0-531-05820-4. $14.95. Unpaginated.
Summer is over and Marna hangs the get-ready-for-winter list on the kitchen wall.
As the family (Marna, Papa, a sister and a brother ?) hurry to get everything ready, it
becomes clear that all the cleaning and baking is to get ready to quilt this year's quilt:
the Texas Star. Papa isn't really all that excited. "We don't need another quilt." But
Mama is insistent. The food is aaked, the room cleared out, the quilt set up and the
neighbor ladies invited. After a long day of quilting and eating, the quilt is finished, the
ladies go home, and, wouldn't you know it, the snow comes that very night. Everyone
huddles up in front of a blazing fire, all wrapped up in the Texas Star quilt, while Mama
reads a story.
This book was a disappointment in several respects. Minton has created some lovely
watercolor paintings reproduced in half-tones, but some of her pictures are not clear. I
never could determine if the smallest child was a girl or a boy. I was sure "he" was a
boy, but when I saw "him" at the quilting bee, "he" had on a skirt. Rather interesting.
The Texas Star quilt blocks looked like stars, but when they were all sewed together and
on the quilting frames, Minton's shading created an optical illusion-one cube sitting on
top of two cubes. However, the colors are bright and children should enjoy the pictures.
The story is simple, but not told with a lot of enthusiasm. There is nothing striking or
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illuminating about the story, and the illustrations don't always fit the words on the page

It is a dependable book, but not exceptional.

***

-Helen Hoope

de Paola, Tomie. The Parables ofJesus. Retold from the Bible and illustrated by Tomi
de Paola.
Holiday House, 1987. ISBN 0-8234-0636-9. $14.95. Unpaginated.

*

6+

NF

This is an extraordinary book. By breaking back to the simpler tradition o
Romanesque art, de Paola is able to make a strong artistic statement. Even mor
remarkable is his retelling of the parables. It is almost impossible to write a paraphras
of a parable and preserve the strength of the Greek or the Authorised Version, ye
de Paola does this with alacrity. The Christian world has generally sanitized the parable
so that they neither offend nor teach. Here the reader will see the Pharisee in the olde
brother in the parable of the Prodigal Son.
de Paola tells it as it was originally told in strength and simplicity and provides ar
to match.
-Thomas K. Hinckle

***

Delaney, Michael. Not Your Average JOE. Illustrated by Chris Burke.
E. P. Dutton, 1990. ISBN 0-525-44538-2. $12.95 . 136 pp.
B
5
F

This book is based on the interesting premise that should sound familiar to old fan
ofLynn Reid Bankes's The Indian in the Cupboard. E1even-year-old Nicole, after mixin
some ingredients together from her brother's old chemistry set, brings an old G.I. Jo
doll to life. Well, the premise may be the same, but in my estimation, the book is no
of the same caliber. The adventures are rather boring and the mystery level is minimal
It is a somewhat interesting book, however, and a relationship does develop between G.I
Joe and Nicole, but the story seems more forced than did Indian. The illustrations ar
simple pencil drawings and are a positive aid to the reader's imagination.
Told in the first person present, we experience the events at the same moment a
Nicole. (J have never liked books told from this point of view because I can't imagin
a character carrying around a notebook writing down all the events as they happen.) W
are there when her Mom and Marcia, her best friend, find out about Joe. We go t
school with Nicole, Marcia and G. I. Joe and are eyewitnesses when some of their friend
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d out that Joe is alive. We watch as Joe falls in love with Barbie (another doll,
stined to remain a doll forever) who does not seem to appreciate Joe's warmth. Even
ough Not Your Average JOE is a weaker book than Indian, any girl who has played
th Ken and Barbie dolls should enjoy it.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Weese, Gene. Whatever Became of Aunt Margaret?
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1990. ISBN 0-399-21914-5. $14.95. 172 pp.

Whatever Became of Aunt Margaret? is an interesting little science fiction novel about
ins, twelve-year-old David and Julie, who begin to notice strange things about their
unt Margaret. She always comes to visit them on a Sunday afternoon, every three
eeks. She drives an ancient Studebaker which is always spotless. "There weren't even
ny bugs mashed on the windshield or caught in the grill. . .. [It] was like it'd spent
ost of the fifty-mile trip from Winfield (Aunt Margaret's hometown) inside a plastic
ust cover." When she first arrives, Aunt Margaret always gives each member of the
amily a "weird little crooked smile" just before she hugs them. She always wears the
ame pale purple dress that always looked like it had been "pressed and starched maybe
half mile up the road, and her hat, dark and old-fashioned-looking, was exactly where
always was, nailed to her tight gray bun of hair with a long, pearl-headed hatpin. "
Things keep getting more and more strange, until one day, the children go for a ride
ith Aunt Margaret in the Studebaker. She does something to the side of the steering
olumn, "it looked like she stuck her hand right inside it for a second, " and the next thing
hey knew, they were floating in a reddish haze and the car and everything in it were
one. The haze lasted only a few seconds and then they were fifty miles further down
he road from where they started. The supernatural enters in, and although there is
othing evil about it, it is rather strange.
The story is interesting, but a little difficult to follow at times. There are spirits
ntering different bodies and other such "events," but DeWeese makes it all seem like an
veryday occurrence. Whatever Became ofAunt Margaret? does hold your attention, and
he reader will be interested to find out just what did become of Aunt Margaret, but the
ook does not have that lasting quality.
-Helen Hoopes

B
5-8
FI

***
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Dewey, Jennifer. Can You Find Me? Illustrated by Jennifer Dewey.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1989. ISBN 0-590-41552-2. $13.95. Unpaginated.
B
3-5
NF
PB

The animals of this book "share a need to hide and be hidden." Sea animals, insects,
reptiles, amphibians, birds, even mammals share the need to camouflage themselves for
protection, to get food, to live until another day. The animals use their environment as
protection adapting to shapes, colors, even the textures around them to survive. Man has
noticed this trait and has learned to use camouflage, too. He disguises himself in time
of war, to hunt prey, even to have fun with costumes and masks. Unlike the animals that
use camouflage instinctively, man knows and understands the reasons for his actions.
This book opens the door on the fascinating world of animal survival, and the even
more fascinating way that animals adapt to the world around them. The author/illustrator
uses soft pastel colors, brilliant hues and simple text to draw our attention to the miracles
of nature.
-Vicky M. Turner

***

Dewey, Jennifer Owings. Birds of Antarctica.
Little Brown, 1989. ISBN 0-316-18207-9 . $15 .95. 46 pp.
A
4-8
NF
PB

We are the lucky recipients of a flurry of excellent books about animals who live in
and around the Antarctic. Jennifer Dewey's study of the albatross took her to Antarctica
on a National Science Foundation grant and resulted in two books-one about the Adelie
Penguin and this one on the albatross.
The book covers roughly a year's time describing how the male and female (mates
for life) raise their chick, taking turns at incubating the egg and feeding the young bird.
These huge birds (with a wing span of 12 feet) often spend months flying over the ocean,
catching food, napping and resting in effortless flight as they use the westerly winds to
circle the earth.
Dewey's illustrations of the birds in flight capture their graceful motion in the air
against the backdrop of restless sea and bluegreen ice of the Antarctic Peninsula. Her
observations of the details concerning the albatross give the reader an exceptionally rich
store of first hand observations and a feeling of awe at the uniqueness of this unusual bird
and its way of life. Hopefully schools, public librarians and parents will make sure
children don't miss finding out about the world through books such as this one.
-Lillian Reil

***
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Emmert, Michelle. I'm the Big Sister Now . Illustrated by Gail Owens.
Albert Whitman & Company, 1989. ISBN 0-8075-3458-7. $12.95. Unpaginated.
This story is told through the voice of the author, nine-year-old Michelle. Michelle
is five years younger than her sister Amy, but because Amy was born severely retarded
with cerebral palsy, Michelle soon becomes the "big sister. When I first saw this
beautiful book sitting on the shelf, I was reluctant to read it because I have read so many
books that seemed to illicit pity, and tend to sensationalize the plight of handicapped
children. This book is different!
From the outside cover, throughout the entire book, Gail Owens has helped us see
two beautiful little girls. She has used pencil and watercolors in soft pastels to bring
these two sisters close to our hearts. These exceptional drawings show the everyday life
of the two sisters with an occasional snapshot (also done in watercolor pastels) to
illustrate the many special moments of the past. The text is very well-written with the
following "chapters:" "All about Amy;" "How I Feel about Amy;" "How Others Feel
about Amy:" "How to Take Care of Amy;" "Special Times in Amy's Life;" and "People
Who Are Extra Special to Amy." As much as anything, this book is the story of the love
that two sisters have for each other and how that love is great enough to spread to all who
know them. At the end of the book, there is a small print section entitled "About
Cerebral Palsy" written by Eugene E. Bleck, M.D., Professor Emeritus of Orthopaedic
Medicine, Stanford University School of Medicine. This gives a frank explanation of
cerebral palsy and ends with the importance of the entire family loving these children.
Michelle Emmert has certainly captured that love and has helped her readers to love little
Amy, too .
-Helen Hoopes

*

5+

NF
PB

***

Florian, Douglas. Nature Walk.
Greenwillow, 1989. ISBN 0-688-08269-6. $12.95. 32 pp.
Florian invites the young child on a nature walk. The rhyming text highlights the
obvious on each page, and the last page tests the reader for animals and plants that were
part of the walk, but which the reader might see on his own (just as he would on a real
walk through the woods). The questions at the end have the effect of encouraging the
reader to look a third time for flora and fauna not mentioned either time.
The illustrations communicate a feeling of shaded woodland and peaceful forest with
shades of green, brown and orange. Florian has provided a book which can be enjoyed
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on several levels and which could easily be used to start a child's own book of his nature
walk.
-Lillian Heil

***

George, Jean Craighead. Shark Beneath the Reef
Harper and Row Publishers, 1989. ISBN 006-021992-0. $11.89. 192 pp.
A
5-8
FI

Tomas Torres lived on the Island of Coronado. He was a young Mexican fisherman.
He fished often with his grandfather Ram6 and his Uncle Miguel. His father had been
killed by a hammerhead shark and Tomas could not remember him. As he approached
manhood, 14 years of age, he was faced with a difficult decision. Should he become a
fisherman and help to support his family during difficult and changing times or should he
go to school and make a better life for himself?
Jean Craighead George tells a fascinating story full of action and suspense. It is not
until the very end of the story that the reader knows which choice Tomas makes. The
account of his struggle to catch a hammerhead shark not only adds interest to the book,
but also helps him to reach his decision.
The author~s knowledge of the sea, her love of nature and her ability to write combine
to make an interesting book.
-Catherine Bowles

***

Golenbock, Peter. Teammates.
Guilliver Books, 1990. ISBN 0-15-200603-6. $15.95. 32 pp.

*

3-8
NF

Teammates is a wonderful story about two all-star baseball players-Pee Wee Reese
and Jackie Robinson.
Once upon a time two baseball leagues existed. They were Negro leagues. The
players were very good, but they didn't make much money. They had a very difficult
time when they traveled. Because of segregation, they couldn't stay in many hotels, eat
in many restaurants or even drink from "whites only" drinking fountains.
Branch Rickey, general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, thought segregation was
unfair and he wanted the best baseball players to play on his team regardless of race. He
searched for the right black player who possessed excellent baseball ability, but also the
self-control not to fight back. Jackie Robinson was that person.
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Once, many players on the Brooklyn Dodger's team would not sit by Jackie in the
dugout; others tried to spike him, pitchers aimed at his head and fans called him nasty
names. When the Dodgers traveled, he could not stay with the rest of the team because
of segregation laws and he often felt all alone. Some team members even circulated a
petition to remove Jackie from the team. Pee Wee Reese refused to sign a petition
saying, "I don't care if this man is black, blue or striped ... He can play and he can
help us win. That's what counts. "
One day during a game with the Cincinnati Reds, the fans were especially mean and
cruel. Pee Wee Reese, who was raised in the South, in Louisville, Kentucky, and had
many friends and admirers at the game, decided it was time to take a stand. He walked
directly from his shortstop position to where Jackie was playing first base, smiled broadly
and put his arm around Jackie's shoulders. Outlined in a sea of green grass stood these
two great athletes, one black, one white, both wearing the same team uniform. "I'm
standing by him," Pee Wee Reese said to the world. "This man is my teammate."
Not only is this an excellent story, but the illustrations reinforce the main points of
Teammates.
- Gam Coombs

***

Guccione, Leslie D. Tell Me How the Wind Soumls.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1989. ISBN 0-590-42615-X. $12.95. 196 pp.
Fifteen year-old Amanda Alden has to spend the summer with her family on a small
island off the coast of New England. She hates the island and feels trapped by its
smallness. She longs to be back home with her friends enjoying the summer. When Jake
walks into her life she begins to hate him too, first of all because he is rude and will not
answer her when she speaks to him. After several encounters, she learns that Jake is deaf
and considers the island a refuge from the humiliation of the hearing world. Quietly,
Jake shows her the wonders of the island, and persistently, she tries to explain that those
who can hear are not ogres put on earth just to humiliate him.
The book is written in a unique fashion allowing the reader to recognize when words
are spoken and when they are signed. The characters come to life through the sensitivity
the author displays in describing the two young individuals, their feelings, and the island.
This is a lovely story with a tender ending.
-Vicky M. Turner

A
7+
FI

***
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Hamanaka, Sheila. The Journey: Japanese Americans, Racism and Renewal.
Orchard Books, 1990. ISBN 0-531-05849-2. $18.95. 40 pp.
A
5+
NF

This book describes the journey of Japanese Americans in the United States with an
emphasis upon the imprisonment of Japanese Americans during World War II in ten
relocation centers and the recent actions of the United States government to rectify the
treatment of Japanese Americans in the past. The illustrations in the book are from five
large paintings by the author representing the journey of Japanese Americans from their
arrival in the United States in the 1880's to the present.
This is a story often omitted from state and national history books but a story that
needs to be available for young people and older ones so they are aware of this heartrending episode in our history. The book describes the prejudices of European Americans
toward Asian Americans and some ironies related to the people in relocation centers such
as
1." As the war in Europe intensified, the U.S. government began to conscript the
Japanese it had earlier labeled 'enemy aliens' and
2. "their families imprisoned at home, Japanese American soldiers helped liberate
Dachau, the Nazi concentration camp."
The Journey is an excellent portrayal in both art and story forms of Japanese
Americans. Readers gain visual and written insights about this model minority group in
our society. It describes this group as they struggle to become Americans, their
humiliations and sufferings of the past, and their present renewal and their faith in the
future.
-Gam Coombs

***

Katz, Welwyn Wilton. The Third Magic.
Margaret K. McElderry Books, 1989. ISBN 0-689-50480-2. $14.95. 204 pp.
A
7+
FI

Morgan LeFevre, on a trip to England, feels strangely drawn to Tintagel and to the
ancient ruins said to be where King Arthur built his Round Table. She looks out her
window and sees scenes not there anymore. She sees reflections of someone who looks
like her-but isn't. She holds tight to the jade half circle given her by her grandmother.
It is supposed to have luck for girls.
Arddu, living on the island of A'Casta on the world of Nwm, is despised because he
is a boy and tolerated because he is the twin of Rigan. Rigan, born first and a girl, has
been taught all the magic and lore of the Circle. The Circle is engaged in a fierce war
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with the men of the Line. Line magic is gaining strength and ascendancy over the ruling
Circle, and so a desperate plan is devised.
Suddenly, Morgan LeFevre and Arddu find their lives entwined in a race they are
nly dimly aware of, and in a plan which will determine the history of both Nwm and
arth-a plan which will change each of them forever.
This is a well written fantasy based on the King Arthur legend. The ending, perhaps,
s a bit contrived, but the characters are genuine and winning. It is an intriguing and
ntertaining read for teens who enjoy this genre.
-Jan Staheli

***

err, M. E. Fell Back.
Harper and Row, 1989. ISBN 0-06-023292-7. $11.89. 181 pp.
John Fell is back! In her first book about Fell, author M. E. Kerr introduced us to
n intelligent, funny, astute high school boy who got involved in a series of strange
nterludes. Now Fell is back and he is still a bright, wry , shrewd young man. He is still
ttending Gardner School, the private school in Pennsylvania, and is still a member of the
evens-an exclusive, ultra-secret campus club. He gets mixed up in an apparent suicide,
inds himself getting more deeply involved with the solving of a mystery no one else
hinks is mysterious, and meets a beautiful, manipulative girl who has been seeing a
isreputable character named Eddie Dragon.
This is a smoothly written mystery for teens. The story is interesting and involving,
he characters are well drawn and believable, and the solution to the mystery will leave
veryone nodding sagely and saying, ·Of course. I knew that.· John Fell is appealing
nd real. I can't wait for Kerr's next Fell book.
an Staheli

A

7+
FI

**

isle, Janet Taylor. Afternoon of the Elves.
Orchard, 1989. ISBN 0-531-08437-X. $12.95 . 122 pp.
This is a puzzling and depressing story of the relationship between nine-year-old
illary and her neighbor, Sara Kate, two years older. Sara Kate, who spins stories about
ves that live in a village in her back yard, is the community waif who lives in a runown house with her mentally ill mother. The younger girl is fascinated by the
ossibility of real elves, meekly accepts everything said by the moody older girl and
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deserts her more socially acceptable friends at school to spend all her time with her
strange neighbor. In the end, she steals to obtain food for her friend who is desperately
trying to keep the authorities from knowing that her mother is too sick to take care of a
child, a house or herself. Hillary's mother comes to find her, discovers the situation and
calls in the authorities. The mother and daughter are taken away and Hillary is left with
the "elf village.· She tries to protect it even as she seems to doubt all of Sara Kate's elf
stories. She never admits to herself that the elves were pretend, and at the end of the
story, moves the village to a deserted spot in her own back yard, presumably planning
to spend all her time there alone.
Psychologically, the story doesn't work. The reader never understands why Hillary
wants so much to believe in elves and why there is no tie that binds her to apparently
loving parents. It's as if her parents don't count at all, and without some sort of
explanation, it doesn't seem possible that she would not have some feelings for the
parents who raised her. In the process of trying to figure out how to please the
unpredictable Sara Kate, Hillary does begin to see how snobbish and uncreative her
former friends are, but if that knowledge is not tied to real living, what does the future
hold for Hillary? Apparently the answer is nothing but solitary play and construction of
an elf village in the rocks and briars behind her garage. That doesn't sound like a
creative awakening to me; it sounds like mental illness. Even if the elves had been
brought to life and visibility, there would need to be some way of showing how they
contributed some richness to Hillary's life. Instead, her belief in them seems to shut
family and friends out. The last line of the book seems almost prophetic, "Very good,
but there was still no answer and Hillary seemed to have disappeared." To me, Hillary
had become a nonentity because she never learned to know herself, or to know that to be
human means to reach out to other people, imperfect as they may be.
-Lillian Heil

***

Locker, Thomas. The Young Artist. Illustrated by Thomas Locker.
Dial Books, 1989. ISBN 0-8037-0627-8. $15.89. Unpaginated.

*

5+
FI
PB

While I was browsing the shelves trying to find an interesting picture book, this
beautiful treasure fell into my hands. I was not yet familiar with Thomas Locker, and
when I first glanced at the book, I thought that it had been illustrated with pictures from
the old Dutch masters. Imagine my delight in finding out that the illustrations were done
by Locker himself! The sweeping landscapes in dark greens, browns, oranges and reds,
with brooding grey/blue skies full of clouds of brilliant yellows, pinks, and oranges is so
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rich and lavish that any child would be thrilled to own this book. At first glance, the
people appear to have the same look as portrayed by the old Dutch masters; however,
Locker has the same problem as Adrian, the Young Artist. His people are a little
fuzzy-especially in the portraits within a portrait that Adrian draws. Still, almost every
adult to whom I showed this beautiful book wanted to buy a copy for themselves.
The storyline is also uplifting. The Young Artist is apprenticed out to a master
painter. After several years, he is commissioned by the king to paint a group portrait of
all of the nobles of his court. Adrian, the young artist, protests that he is a landscape
painter and that it would take forever for him to do so many portraits. But the king
interrupts to tell him that he can have as long as he likes to complete the painting. When
Adrian is ready to begin painting, all of the nobles come to him and ask that they be
painted not as they really are, but rather, that he improve their appearance, leaving out
all of their imperfections. A young man of deep integrity, he cannot paint that which he
does not see. How the problem is resolved makes for exciting reading, and the
prolonging of the resolution gives us many more gorgeous paintings that lift our souls.
Bravo, Thomas Locker.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Munro, Roxie. The Inside-Outside Book of London.
E. P. Dutton, 1989. ISBN 0-525-44522-6. $13.95. Unpaginated.
The front cover shows the clock tower on the Houses of Parliament and the back
cover shows one of the clock faces from the inside with the shadow of the hands showing
through the opalescent glass of the face. My favorite illustration is inside the Tower of
London looking from inside a suit of armor through the visor at the tourists.
This is a fun book and would make an interesting nucleus for a unit on London.
There are some minor accuracy problems, however. The pigeons are conspicuously
missing from the British Museum and from Trafalgar Square. And where is the
conductor 00 the old style big red bus? And whether the Channel Tunnel will terminate
at Waterloo Station certainly remains to be seen. Coins are also added to the pendulum
of the clock of the Houses of Parliament. But a good teacher can fix all of these minor
problems.
-Thomas K. Hinckley

A
6+
NF

***
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McDermott, Gerald. Tim O'Toole and the Wee Folk.
Viking, 1990. ISBN 0-670-80393-6. $13.95. Unpaginated.
A
K-4
FI
PB

Gerald McDermott turns to Ireland for a slyly humorous tale of Tim O'Toole and the
Wee Folk. Tim is lucky enough to spy the wee folk in the light of day and so has the
right to demand their treasure. However, Tim doesn't take his booty straight home. He
stays for the night at the McGoons and they cheat him out of his treasure twice before
the Wee Folk help him to keep what is rightfully his.
McDermott's illustrations fit the mood of this whimsical tale. He portrays Tim as a
skinny, long-nosed fellow; the Wee Folk have red hair, green clothes, and impish smiles.
The cheating neighbors look like well fed but conniving peasants.
The comical expressions, warm colors, and lush green countryside all let the reader
know that this is a light-hearted tale of Ireland and the Wee Folk.
-Lillian Heil

***

Meltzer, Milton. Columbus and the World Around Him.
Franklin Watts, 1990. ISBN 0-531-10899-6. $14.90. 192 pp.

*

6+
BI

Milton Meltzer's new biography, Columbus and the World Around Him, helps the
reader to understand the motivations of the fifteenth century rulers and the visionary
Genoese sail orman to whom we give credit for discovering America. Using the firsthand
sources written by Columbus, Meltzer helps us realize that Columbus considered the
peaceful Indians worthy only of being good servants, and that he shared the burning
desire of the times to get rich (by finding gold) and to convert everyone to Christianity
(by force, usually).
Meltzer's sensitive awareness of man's inhumanity to man brings to this biography
disturbing insights into the ways in which the Indians were hunted, tortured and
killed-all in the name of bringing them to Christ (and robbing them of their gold and
freedom). At the same time, Meltzer's description of the European culture helps the
reader to understand how and why Columbus and his fellow Spaniards acted as they did.
The author is particularly effective at contrasting the materialistic Europeans to the
Indians who did not even own land because it belonged to everyone. He shows how
impossible it was for the two cultures to understand each other, and how inevitable it was
that the Indians be subjected to the aggressive white men from Europe.
Meltzer also illuminates Columbus's lifelong refusal to deal with reality if events
didn't suit his dream which probably was the cause of his mental illness toward the end
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of his life. Those who have read Fritz's short biography of Columbus will realize that
her description of him as visionary, was a gentle understatement of his proclivity for
ignoring facts if he didn't agree with them.
Finally, do not miss the end of chapter sixteen in which Meltzer quotes from Peter
Farb (historian of the Native American Indian) in describing the contributions of the
Indians to Western life and philosophy. Their "freedom from greed and struggle for
gain," and their concept of living without masters has "helped to shape our present idea
of liberty and equality for all. "
-Lillian Heil
.........

Muller, Robin. The Magic Paintbrush. Illustrated by Robin Muller.
Viking Kestrel , 1989. ISBN 0-670-83167-0. $13.95. 32 pp.

The Magic Paintbrush is an exciting tale of a poor orphan boy named Nib who only
lives to draw. Since he is so poor, he cannot afford to buy paints and brushes. Forced
to use the charcoal sticks that he finds in the street as he follows the charcoal burner's
cart throughout the city, Nib is thrilled to receive an "intricately carved wooden box filled
with a palette, rows of paint tables and one beautiful red paintbrush with golden hairs"
from an old man whose life he saves. The paintbrush is magic, for as Nib puts the last
fini shing details on his paintings, the obj ects magically slide off the page. As an excited
crowd gathers around him to watch his drawings come to life, Nib creates a "rose, a
dove, two pigs, a dozen chickens and another rose." Among those who stop to watch is
the captain of the King's Guard who persuades Nib to go with him to see the greedy king.
When Nib refuses to draw all the gold bars and riches that the King demands he produce,
Nib is locked in a dungeon to spend the night in the "company of rats." How Nib
escapes, saves his little friend Sara, and brings an end to the King's greed makes for a
clever and imaginative story.
Of equal appeal are the wonderful illustrations, also by Muller. Children could spend
hours on each page examining all the minute details. The charm of little Nib's face is
not something you will soon forget. The illustrations reflect colors which are deep and
purple with golden glows. The magic brush is red with shimmering white stars, and the
textures appear real enough to feel. This delightful and wonderful book is one which
children will not want to be rushed through. Nor will they leave it on the shelf for long
after the initial reading .
-Helen Hoopes

...
6+

FI
PB

.........
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Namioka, Lensey. Island of Ogres.
Harper & Row, 1989. ISBN 0-06-024373-2. $13.89. 197 pp.
NR
7+
FI

If this book lived up to the promise of its title, or supported the exciting possibilities
of its action, it should surely be one of the most popular juvenile novels around. Political
intrigue, unhappy love, human sacrifice, and terrifying monsters make up its pages.
Unfortunately, they are presented in stilted language, peppered with slangy phrases;
personified by predictable wooden figures, so far removed from humanity that they have
all the charisma of a television set with the sound turned off. This time period in Japan
is one which has not often been treated in juvenile literature and which holds the
fascination of feudal life, royal privilege (and its abuse), as well as having the added
enticement of reflecting a relatively unknown culture. Surely it deserves better than:
That was easy enough to say. How was he to mingle with the fishermen and peer
at each one, to see who had a crooked neck? He would be conspicuous. Matsuzo
knew that he would always look exactly what he was: a young samurai of good
family and polished manners .
Please, someone, try again!

***

-Janet Francis

Paulsen, Gary. Canyons.
Delacorte, 1990. ISBN 0-385-30154-5. ,$12.00 est. 184 pp.
A
5-9
NF

Coyote Runs dreams of becoming a man. On his first raid, the one to prove his
manhood , he is killed by the bluecoats. A century later, in the same area of southwest
Texas, Brennan Cole is on a camping trip and finds a skull which changes his life. He
knows he must do something with it, but finding out what to do, and then carrying out
the plan are much bigger challenges than he ever imagined.
Paulsen successfully weaves the stories of these two fourteen-year-old boys together
in alternating chapters, and then works in a kind of believable magic when the action
shifts to Brennan and his quest. The structure is tight, the action tense, and the prose
clean and polished. A smooth, satisfying, thought-provoking experience.
-James S. Jacobs
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Rogers, Paul. The Shapes Game. Illustrated by Stan Tucker.
Henry Holt, 1989. ISBN 0-8050-1280-X. $12.95. Unpaginated.
Paul Rogers and Stan Tucker have written another book on shapes. The reader is
invited to participate in discovering nine shapes-circles, triangles, squares, stars, ovals,
crescents, rectangles, spirals, and diamonds, then, at the end of the book, finding each
shape in a composite picture containing all of the shapes.
The pictures are simple, colorful, flat shapes making them easy to recognize. The
composition of each page of shapes is like an abstract painting that could stand on its own
with pleasing color combinations, interesting variety of sizes to each of the nine particular
shapes presented, and a well balanced design that unifies and holds the picture together.
This is an artistic, colorful presentation of shapes that invites young children to get
acquainted with the shapes, start looking for them in the world, and perhaps start them
putting together some artistic abstract works of art focusing on shapes and bright colors.
-Lillian Heil

A

Pre-3
NF
PB

"'*'"

Stevenson, James. Oh No, It 's Way/on's Birthday.
Greenwillow Books, 1989. ISBN 0-688-08235-1. $11.95. 48 pp.
Three brief picture stories of animal capers, each illustrated with the abbreviated,
deftly humorous animals that are Stevenson's trademark and deserve repeated looks. The
stories are almost precious, but are each rescued, just in time, by visual jokes. The
animal names even sound satisfactorily (if unexplainably) funny.
-Janet Francis

A
K-2
FI

***

Talbert, Marc. Rabbit in the Rock.
Dial Books for Young Readers, 1989. ISBN 0-8037-0693-6. $14.95. 216 pp.
Sixteen-year-old Bernie is upset because her family has had to tum their New Mexico
ranch into a dude ranch. She has spent all of her summer waiting on guests and is bored.
Enter the good looking Sean who says he is a rock singer. Her life changes as she spends
all of her spare time with him in the mountains near her family's ranch where he is
hanging out. Because of the hostility he feels for his father-who is also a rock
singer-Sean concocts a kidnap story (he gets Bernie to mail the letter) and demands
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ransom which they intend to give to charity. The remainder of the book deals with th.
results of that letter sent to Sean's father and the growing closeness of Bernie and Sean
The storyline will be interesting to young girls, but there are a few racy scenes when
Bernie sits and watches Sean take a shower under the waterfall, and later, when the twl
get caught in a rain storm, and they both take off their shirts and huddle under a blanke
to keep warm. Other than these few scenes, there are some good descriptions, especiall)
the rock near the stream which looks like a rabbit- actually, the Rabbit in the Rock.
-Helen Hoope

***

Velde, Vivian Vande. A Well-Timed Enchantment.
Crown, 1990. ISBN 0-517-57340-7 . $13.99. 184 pp.
A
4-6
FI

A Well-Timed Enchantment is one of the few books I've read that almost demands l
sequel. The story is about unhappy Deanna who doesn't want to spend a summer if
France and whose attitude, when she gets there, prevents her from ever learning French
(She's too busy hating it to spend any time learning a new language.) Accompanied b)
her only friend, Oliver the cat, she manages to drop her watch in what turns out to be I
magical gate to other periods of time. Deanna learns that dropping her watch into thl
magical gate could upset history. Pulled into the well by the fair folk (and followed b)
the cat who chooses to jump in after her) , Deanna is told she must retrieve the watd
within twenty-four hours or she will cease to exist because the world's history will havt
been changed. The fair folk change Oliver into a dark haired young man wh(
presumably will help her find the watch in tenth century France. Oliver learns fast, ever
though his cat nature is never hidden (his appetite for birds is obvious and he doesn't caff
for cooked meat at all).
Through a series of humorous misadventures with two knights (brothers who haVe
never gotten past the sibling rivalry stage), a wizard, Lady Marguerite and Sir Henre, tht
watch is found and they return it to the fair folk in time.
Why should there be a sequel? Because Oliver knows that he automatically turns back
to a cat and he doesn't want to. He loves Deanna and she realizes she loves him. She
saw that Oliver had no background for tenth century France and will do no better ir
twentieth century America. He has "no family, no personal history, no education." Bu'
Deanna can make one wish at the magic well so she wishes for Oliver to become a bo)
agam.
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The author has clearly presented the problem on the last page and a story has to have
a problem to solve. I'm ready to read the sequel that tells how Deanna explains Oliver's
presence to her family and allows him to accompany her to America and continue to be
happy as a cat-turned-teenage-boy.
- Lillian Reil

.........

Voigt, Cynthia. On Fortune's Wheel .
Atheneum, 1990. ISBN 0-689-31636-4. $14.95. 276 pp.
Set in an imaginary kingdom, Voigt's On Fortune's Wheel is supposed to have taken
place two generations after lackeroo (another book by Voigt). It is a tale of adventure
and romance about Birle, the restless innkeeper's daughter, and Orien, the nineteen-yearold heir apparent to the North Kingdom. Orien runs away because he is not sure he
should be the next ruling Earl. Birle tries to stop him from taking one of the village
boats, and ends up falling in love with the blue-eyed nobleman. Their journey takes them
through a shipwreck, slavery by their rescuers, friendship with a simple minded giant,
and fmally , a perilous escape in which Birle saves the fevered Orien and heads back to
his North Kingdom. When Orien recovers, he realizes she has saved his life and captured
his heart. But Birle is not happy with court life and asks Orien's grandfather (the ruling
Earl) for permission to leave without telling Orien, who she assumes will wed a lady
from his station in life.
The Earl gives Birle the holding that her own grandfather had and she goes there to
make use of her knowledge of healing herbs (learned when she was slave to a
philosopher) to help the people of her village. Orien first goes south to rescue their giant
friend, and then finds Birle to tell her that his power as an Earl gave him authority to
legally wed her on their trek north. He tells her that he wants to leave court life to live
with her and the daughter whom she has borne.
The title refers to the turning of fortune's wheel that controls the fate of all of us;
however, while Birle and Orien are supposedly being manipulated, mostly by bad fortune,
Voigt's story consistently shows how these two indomitable characters make their own
choices and refuse to be victims of fate even when their choices are unwise. The
conversations and interaction between the outspoken girl and the questioning young
nobleman give the reader fascinating insights into the differences between the ways in
which they have been reared. At the same time, Voigt reveals two unique individuals
whose questioning natures seem to make it possible for a man and a woman from
drastically different classes to live together happily if they choose to do so. The
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adventure and excitement is well-told and the celebration of man's ability to control his
own fate makes it a book that is uplifting to the soul.
-Lillian Heil

***

Waters, Kate. Sarah Morton's Day. Photography by Russ Kendall.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1989. ISBN 0-590-42634-6. $12.95. 32 pp.
B
3+
NF

Sara Morton is the name of a real girl who lived in 1627 in the village called Plimoth
Plantation. In actuality, she is being "interpreted" by a modern-day ten-year-old named
Amelia Poole. Three days a week and on the weekends, Amelia goes to live in this
outdoor living museum of the seventeenth century. She wears Sarah's type of clothes,
does the chores that Sarah would have done, and eats the type of foods that Sarah ate.
Modem visitors are free to explore the plantation and talk with "Sarah" and other
inhabitants of the village. Each "interpreter" goes about life as it was lived in the
seventeenth century, dressed in authentic clothes, using the correct speech patterns, and
reflecting the religious philosophy of the Pilgrims.
Plimoth Plantation is photographed in such a way as to transport the reader back in
time. Other outstanding features of this book include three short articles at the end of the
book that describe the purpose of Plimoth Plantation, the history of Sarah Morton, and
give a biographical sketch of Amelia Poole. Also included in the book are a short
glossary of terms, samples of school work from the seventeenth century, and a recipe for
com bread.
-Vicky M. Turner

***

Wilson, Barbara Ker. Acacia Terrace. Illustrated by David Fielding.
Scholastic Inc., 1990. ISBN 0-590-42885-3. $13.95. Unpaginated.
B
5-9
FI

Wilson attempts to trace the history of three attached houses called Acacia Terrace
located on the shore of Sydney Harbour in Australia. Built by Michael Flynn in the
1860's and occupied by his family until after World War II, it is purchased and restored
in the recent past by Michael's great, great, great granddaughter. We are told
surprisingly little about the house. The family history is sketched mostly in terms of
world events. When the story is finished one knows very little about the house or the
family.
-Thomas K. Hinckley
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***
ojciechowski, Susan. Patty Dillman of Hot Dog Fame.
Orchard Books, 1989. ISBN 0-531-05810-7. $13.95. 180 pp.
Patty and Tracy, eighth graders and best friends, can find any number of ways to get
o trouble. The latest escapade involves sneaking into the boy's side of their Catholic
hool, up the stairs and into the forbidden territory of the priests' quarters. Caught, they
e given detention by the nuns and "what for!" by their parents. To apologize to her
other, Patty agrees to accompany her to the soup kitchen where her mother volunteers.
tty is disturbed and repulsed by the men there, but meets an intereSting boy, Alex, who
troduces her to Charley and some of the other homeless men. She begins to understand
d care about them and organizes a fund raiser to buy gloves for them for Christmas.
In the meantime, she is having boyfriend troubles. Tim is a hunk and a jock. He is
love with skiing and spends all his time and thought on that. Patty and Tracy decide
take skiing lessons to win back Tim's attention.
This is a most enjoyable book, written with understanding and compassion. Patty's
roblems and attitudes are real; her growth is funny and sympathetic. We believe in
atty and in her ability to make a change-not only in others' lives, but most especially
her own. Delightful. Recommended for girls from 6th grade up .
-Jan Staheli

*

5+

FI

***

ood, Audrey. The Horrible Holidays. Illustrated by Rosekrans Hoffman.
Dial, 1988. ISBN 0-8037-0646-8. $9.89. 48 pp.
"The No-Thanksgiving," "The Crummy Christmas," and "The Unhappy New Year"
ring painfully to mind all the myriads of family holidays spent with cousins who should
have been best friends and weren't. Myrt and Alf are best enemies with Alf usually
getting the worst of things-that is until the last page when the tables are turned. The
pictures have a sort of fierce lopsidedness that personified Airs disgust and Myrt's sly
needling.
Every child who has had family company will chuckle at these stories even if they
happen to be among the luckies who really do have blood that is thicker than water!
-Janet Francis

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol11/iss1/3

A
1-2
FI

24

